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Draft White Paper Timetable and summary of contents

The White Paper will set out Government proposals for the 2001 Census, and is to be published in 1998 
because the Government believes that there should be time for wider public discussion of proposals that 
affect every person in the country.  Towards the end of 1999, the Government will prepare draft Orders in 
Council embodying proposals for the Census and lay them before Parliament. 

The timetable for, and summary of contents of,  the draft White Paper is attached, and is 
circulated to Advisory Group members for information.
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CONTENTS

I INTRODUCTION
The decision on the Census
Meeting the need for information
Strategic aims and characteristics
Costs and financial control

II CONSULTATION AND CENSUS TESTS
Consultations
The business case for topics
Census tests

III POPULATION AND TOPICS TO BE COVERED BY THE CENSUS
The population base
Census topics
Questions to be asked at all addresses

Names and address
Questions asked of each household

Questions about housing
Household transport

Questions to be asked of residents in households
Arrangements for communal establishments
Review of social classifications
Topics and features considered but not included in the Government proposals

IV CONFIDENTIALITY AND COMPUTER SECURITY
Legislation
Data protection
Confidentiality principles
Statistical confidentiality
Public access to closed records
Independent review
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VTHE CONDUCT OF THE CENSUS

Introduction
Temporary census staff
Delivery and collection of census forms
Planning enumeration districts
Surveys and other procedures to validate the quality of enumeration:
the One Number Census

Methodological approach to the One Number Census
Census Coverage Survey
Demographic checks and administrative records
Data quality goals

Other surveys linked to the Census
The Longitudinal Study

Provision of services
Publicity and information about the Census

VI THE RESULTS OF THE CENSUS
Introduction
Processing the Census
Disseminating the results

VII THE PARLIAMENTARY PROCESS
Orders and Regulations
Scottish and Welsh devolution

TIMETABLE

The timetable for the production of the White Paper is as follows:

10 June 1998: 4th draft to United Kingdom Census Committee for final comments/approval
Mid June: 5th draft to the three RsG for final comments
End June: Comments on 5th draft and approval from RsG
July: Final draft to Ministers
August: Final draft to Cabinet Committee
October: Publish
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